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NEWS - RALEIGH

John Snipes never thought to ask for help, even after two trees fell on his house and punctured holes in

his roof during last year’s tornado.

For the past 11 months, the Navy veteran lived with just a tarp keeping the rain out of his kitchen. His

home also lacked insulation, heating or air conditioning, but that’s the way it has been since Snipes’

parents moved in during the 1970s.

“I’m not a complainer,” said Snipes, 71.

Since the start of March, an army of volunteers

has worked on the little yellow house on Pender

Street to fix those problems and more. Nonprofit

home rehabilitation group Rebuilding Together of

the Triangle heard about Snipes’ tornado damage

through the St. Augustine’s College Community

Development Corporation, where Snipes is a

volunteer.

“Your home is where everything starts from,” said Vince DeFreitas, chairman of the board of Rebuilding

Together of the Triangle. “When people have a warm, safe, clean environment, that extends to the rest of

their lives and to the community.”

Rebuilding Together of the Triangle is the local chapter of the national Rebuilding Together organization

that uses donations and volunteers from both national corporations and local businesses to perform major

home repairs for low-income homeowners. The Triangle’s branch covers Wake, Orange, Durham and

Chatham counties.

With a $30,000 Heroes at Home grant from Sears, Snipes’ house has been transformed this month by a

fresh coat of yellow paint and a lot of upgrades and repairs.

First, experts came in to replace the roof, remove the old asbestos siding and install new windows, a

heating and air system, and insulation. The rest of the month has been a whirlwind of contractors and

other community volunteers pitching in to complete the repairs and freshen the exterior.

Last Friday, the volunteers manning the paintbrushes and scaling ladders were from the Raleigh office of

Associa HRW Inc., a homeowners’ association management firm.

“We work with so many homeowners, we wanted to help,” volunteer Cathy Wade said.

Though the original grant for Snipes’ house was for $30,000, Rebuilding Together was able to accomplish

$40,000 worth of work for just $15,000, thanks to volunteer time and donations.

The group has grown fast during the past several years. They completed 15 projects in 2009, 24 last year

and hope to top 30 houses fixed in 2012.

As for Snipes, he’s grateful for the help and plans to pay it forward: He hopes to become a Rebuilding

Together volunteer himself when the project is over.

View AllTop Jobs

A better job awaits

Sr Software Engineer

Allscripts Softw are LLC

US-NC-Raleigh

Scientist II Regulatory Toxicologist

US-NC-Durham

Outside Sales

Service Tool Co

US-NC-Raleigh

Property Manager

US-NC-Durham

Safety Officer

US-NC-Raleigh

GROUP HOME MANAGER

US-NC-Durham

Exposure Modeler

US-NC-Durham

Legal Secretary/Assistant

US-NC-Raleigh

Drivers

Confidential

US-NC-Wilson

Security Officers

US-NC-Raleigh

Direct Sales to Business

Confidential Advertiser

US-NC-Raleigh

Electricians

Confidential

US-NC-Raleigh

Expert Quality Engineer

Allscripts Softw are LLC

US-NC-Raleigh

Post a Resume

Post a Job

See more jobs at

CareerBuilder.com

Find a Job

Keywords: 

City or Zip:  

 

Print Ads

View more Print Ads >

Ace Town & Country Hardware
Audio Video One
Brooks Street Bowl
Capital Vacuum Floor-Care World
Closets by Design
Crabtree Valley Mall
Dillard's
Hillary's Home Furnishings
Jodi Foy DDS, PA
Kroger
Lafayette Village
Lancaster Funeral & Cremation Services
Miracle-Ear Center
My-Medical-Info
NC Siding and Windows
Raleigh Specific Chiropractic & Spinal
Decompression Center (2)

High: 83°

Low:  64° 81°

5-Day Forecast

SITE SEARCH

HOME NEWS SPORTS COMMUNITY OPINION FIND N SAVE REAL ESTATE OBITUARIES CELEBRATIONS

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:Q6iVWhoqICkJ:www.northraleighnews.com/2012/03/27/12679_after-a-year-under-a-tarp-raleigh.html&hl=en&gl=us&strip=1
http://www.northraleighnews.com/2012/03/27/12679_after-a-year-under-a-tarp-raleigh.html
http://www.northraleighnews.com/2012/03/27/12679_after-a-year-under-a-tarp-raleigh.html
http://support.google.com/websearch/bin/answer.py?hl=en&p=cached&answer=1687222
http://www.newsobserver.com/#navlink=navbar
http://www.triangle.com/#navlink=navbar
http://www.trianglemom2mom.com/#navlink=navbar
http://www.trianglejobs.com/#navlink=navbar
http://www.northraleighnews.com/2012/03/27/12679_after-a-year-under-a-tarp-raleigh.html#communities
http://www.northraleighnews.com/news/raleigh/index.rss
mailto:ckellner@newsobserver.com
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=120&winname=addthis&pub=support%40mcclatchyinteractive&source=men-120&lng=en&s=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebcache.googleusercontent.com%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dcache%3AQ6iVWhoqICkJ%3Awww.northraleighnews.com%2F2012%2F03%2F27%2F12679_after-a-year-under-a-tarp-raleigh.html%2B%26cd%3D3%26hl%3Den%26ct%3Dclnk%26gl%3Dus&title=After%20a%20year%20under%20a%20tarp%2C%20Raleigh%20man%E2%80%99s%20house%20refurbished%20by%20volunteers%20-%20Raleigh%20-%20NorthRaleighNews.com&logo=&logobg=&logocolor=&ate=AT-support%40mcclatchyinteractive/-/-/51c09698586c3c69/2&frommenu=1&uid=51c0969815d736c5&ct=0&pre=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://www.northraleighnews.com/2012/03/27/v-email_form/12679/after-a-year-under-a-tarp-raleigh.html
http://www.northraleighnews.com/2012/03/27/v-print/12679/after-a-year-under-a-tarp-raleigh.html
http://www.northraleighnews.com/news/index.html
http://www.northraleighnews.com/news/raleigh/index.html
http://www.careerbuilder.com/Jobseeker/Jobs/JobResults.aspx?s_rawwords=CustomField3:RALEIGHTJ&s_freshness=30&lr=cbmc_no
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?Job_DID=J3H5CB6ZCNSVFQCG8B7&siteid=MC_NO_jbstrm&lr=CBMC_NO&ipath=jbstrm_geoip
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?Job_DID=J3J1Y076Y8L8SNQ8K15&siteid=MC_NO_jbstrm&lr=CBMC_NO&ipath=jbstrm_geoip
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?Job_DID=J3J69N7718RV11M248L&siteid=MC_NO_jbstrm&lr=CBMC_NO&ipath=jbstrm_geoip
http://raleigh.planetdiscover.com/sp?aff=1161&catId=12030100&skin=100
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14829102&advid=1336122
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14788352&advid=1733269
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14829113&advid=1843643
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14829089&advid=1278883
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14845957&advid=1337341
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14829033&advid=1278798
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14829027&advid=1381512
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14829055&advid=1278804
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14829093&advid=1292959
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14829050&advid=1370547
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14816298&advid=1406707
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14829085&advid=1812329
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14798268&advid=1730131
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14845948&advid=1831756
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14829070&advid=1352963
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=14829065&advid=1325157
http://www.newsobserver.com/breakingnews
http://www.newsobserver.com/weather
http://www.newsobserver.com/weather
http://www.northraleighnews.com/
http://www.northraleighnews.com/home/
http://www.northraleighnews.com/news/
http://www.northraleighnews.com/sports/
http://www.northraleighnews.com/community/
http://www.northraleighnews.com/opinion/
http://ads.northraleighnews.com/
http://www.northraleighnews.com/realestate
http://www.northraleighnews.com/obituaries/
http://www.northraleighnews.com/116/

